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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the 
amenities of East Grinstead and its environs. 	The town has a 
long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for 
the time being to the hands of our generation. 	It should be 
our concern that such contributions as we in our turn make are 
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, films and 
visits. 	It produces a Bulletin of its news and of articles of 
local interest two or three times a year. 	In 1969  it produced 
a Report on the High Street Conservation Area which was well 
received as the basis for future policy. 	It is also very act- 
ive in making representations to the local authorities on plan- 
ning matters. 	With the re-organisation of local government 
its importance as a watchdog has increased. 	It has held five 
exhibitions, published a booklet of reminiscences and two sets 
of postcards reproducing old views of the town, and established 
a Town Museum in conjunction with the Town Council. 

The Society is registered as a charity. 	It is registered 
with the Civic Trust, a member of the Sussex Federation of Ame-
nity Societies and affiliated to the Sussex Archaeological Soc-
iety. A copy of its constitution is available on request. 

MTM1R1TP STTP 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which 
it can be seen to represent public opinion; the larger its 
membership the greater its influence. 	The subscription is 75 
new pence a year (additional members in the same family 25), to 
be renewed on 1 January every year, except by those joining at 
or after the previous A.G.M. 	Subscriptions, preferably by 
banker's order, should be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, 
East Grinstead, 

PRESIDENT 	G.JOHNSON SMITH, M.P. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Chairman 	M.J.LEPPARD, M.A. (also Editor of publications) 
Vice-Chairman C.W.GOOLDEN (also Press Officer) 
Hon0Treasurer A.C.COMBER, A.I.B. 
Hon.Secretary D,G.JOYCE, F.R.I.B .A. 

P,A.CAPSTICK (Publicity Officer), B.WDIVALL, Mrs K.INGWERSEN, 
D.G.JEFFERIES (Meetings Secretary), Cr R.E.S.,MILLER, V.P.NEW-
SON, Mrs T,VALLANCE, P.D.WOOD, F.R.I.C.S. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

All official correspondence should be sent to the appro-
priate officer, c/o Barclays Bank, East Grinstead. 	Applicat- 
ions for membership and subscriptions should be sent to the 
Treasurer, notices of change of address and queries about sub-
scriptions to the Membership Secretary (Mrs K.Jefferies), cor-
respondence about the Museum, matter for the Bulletin and re-
quests for publications to the Chairman, and all other corres-
pondence to the Honorary Secretary. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Permission to reproduce anything from this Bulletin should 
be sought from the Editor. 	Unsigned contributions are the 
work of the Editor and officers. 	Opinions in signed articles 
are not necessarily those of anyone but their authors, 
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Issue no020 finds the Bulletin still going strong, even if 
somewhat slow because of the difficulties of finding enough 
spare time for its production, and the Society's work still ex-
panding and diversifying, as the contents show. 	The Queens 
Jubilee gives us a chance to make the Society even betterknown 
and more effective, as explained on p.4. 	Our in'luence in the 
town is still growing steadily but we can never have too many 
members or enough active workers. 

COMMITTEE 

The names of the new committee appear on p.2. 	We thank 
those who have retired, Mrs Francis, Honorary Secretary, Miss 
Willatts, Meetings Secretary, and Mr Knowles for all their hard 
work and varied contributions to the Society's well-being. 	We 
welcome Mr D.G,Jefferies and Mr V.P,Newson into their places. 

At the A.G.M. Mr D.G.Joyce was elected Honorary Secretary. 
The new committee appointed Mr D0G.Jefferies, 36 Portland Road 
(24775) as MEETINGS AND PROGRAMME SECRETARY (a post he filled 
admirably once before) and his wife as MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY. 

The committee met on 2 June, 21 July, 8 September and 27 
October. 	Future meetings 8 December, 12 January, 23 February, 
6 April, 18 May, 29 June. 

SOCIETY AFFAIRS 

MEETINGS: see p.12. 

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 1 December RETROSPECT of ten years of 
change in East Grinstead, illustrated farewell talk by Mr S.F. 
Knowles 

MEMBERSHIP: Current membership is now about 320. 	Members are 
reminded that all subscriptions not paid at or since the A.G.M. 
(20 October) will become due for renewal on 1 January and that 
the rate if 75 n,p. (additional members in same family 25). 
All communications concerning subscriptions should be addressed 
to the MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, Mrs K.Jefferies, 36 Portland Road. 

ISSN: The number printed on the front cover is our Internat-
ional Standard Serial Number, issued by the U.K. National Ser-
ials Data Centre for bibliographical record purposes, to be used 
henceforth to identify every issue of our Bulletin. 

NEXT BULLETIN: Bulletin 21, a special jubilee edition (see p. 
24), will appear (we hope) in May. 	All contributions to Mr 
M.J.Leppard, Sackville School by 7 April, please. 

REMINISCENCES: Mr V.P.Newson has kindly undertaken to tape re-
cord the reminiscences of any old residents who are prepared to 
talk to him. 	He may be contacted at 26 Elizabeth Crescent 
( 2 25247) ,  

WASTELAND: Material for the Civic Trustts survey of wasteland 
in England (to be published as its jubilee project) has been 
collated and sent in for this Society by Mr B,W.Divall, 

INNER RELIEF ROAD Cr E.G. Rushman has formed an ad hoc commit-
tee to keep an eye on developments during the building of the 
relief road. 	Our representative s Mr C.W,Goolden, 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: see pp.4, 14 and 14, 



JUBILEE PLANS 

Uzider the leadership of the Town Council plans are well in 
hand for East Grinstead's celebration of the Queen's Jubilee 
next June and this Society is taking a full part. 

We are represented on the Jubilee Exhihition Sub-Committee 
by Mr M.J.Leppard who, having been chosen its chairman, also 
sits on the main Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

We shall, of course, have a stand at the exhibition, to be 
held on Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 June in King George's Hall, to 
display our activities and publications. 	We shall also, if 
possible, open the Town Museum on those two days and the two 
days following (both public holidays). 	And throughout May and 
June we shall have a special display of past royal occasions in 
East Grinstead in our cabinet in the entrance hail at East 
Court 

As our permanent souvenir of the Jubilee we are preparing 
a town trail for the conservation area consisting of notes on 
LLO properties, drawings and a bird's eye view with key. 	This 
work is being undertaken by Mr P.D,Wood, Mr Joyce, Mr Jefferies 
and Mr Capstick, with Mr Leppard as convenor. 	We hope to 
launch it at an outdoor meeting in May. 

Our next Bulletin will contain special features for the 
Jubilee and also (we hope) appear in May. 	Mr Leppard will be 
glad to hear from anyone with memories, photographs or docu-
ments that can be used in its preparation and in mounting the 
temporary display mentioned above. 

We shall also be making suggestions for spending the pro-
ceeds of the celebrations on a permanent memento for the bene-
fit of the town. 	In preliminary discussion the Society's com- 
mittee felt that several small practical projects would be pre- 
ferable to one grand scheme. 	Possibilities mentioned included 
renovating the 1887 jubilee fountain in the High Street, plant-
ing trees outside the Co-op and by the new footbridge, repairing 
the churchyard fence and putting cast iron plaques on historic 
buildings. 	The Chairman will be glad to receive further sug- 
gestions from members for transmission to the Jubilee General 
Purposes Committee in the Society's name. 

MUSEUM NEWS 

The long-awaited Wednesday afternoon public openings began 
on 27 October and have so far met a good response, including 
two parties of children. 	Circulars will go out to local orga- 
nisations and schools inviting them to arrange private visits 
at other times but we shall rely on members' putting about our 
pink notices and telling people about the Museum to ensure good 
attendances every Wednesday. 

We are grateful to all who have so far volunteered to act 
as stewards and all who have so generously given objects, pict-
ures, books and cuttings. 	It is not possible, of course, to 
display everything, but what is not on show is every bit as 
valuable, for its preservation is guaranteed, it is available 
to students and scholars (by arrangement), it adds to our total 
knowledge and it can be used in our temporary exhibitions. 

The subject for the temporary exhibition in January and 
February is local tokens, banknotes and cheques, for March and 
April the Second World War in East Grinstead, for May and June 
as stated above. 

We welcome Cr J,H.Robins as the Town Council's represent-
ative on the Museum sub-committee. 



COVER PICTURE 

The late Mrs M.T .Dempster, in her recollections in our 
Bulletin 5 (Jan.1971) reprinted in our booklet of Reminiscen-
ces) wrote 	tOne  event which is vivid in my memory is the fire 
at the Vicarage (27 February 1908),  as we were taken out of our 
beds to watch the flames from an attic window. 	There was a 
scandal because there was not sufficient pressure of water in 
the firemen's hose and the house was burnt right down. 	My un- 
fortunate father was at that time chairman of the Gas and Water 
Company and for weeks after the fire he received anonymous 
postcards with very clever drawings on them of a donkey drawing 
a cart with a barrel of water on it and a signpost saying 'To 
the Vicarage Fire' 	He suspected that the sender was Mr 
Hastie who at that time was busy planning his own water tower, 
which now stands near Moat Pond. 

It is one of those postcards which forms the cover picture 
to this Bulletin, chosen to complement the exhibition on local 
firefighting in the Society's cabinet in the entrance hall at 
East Court during November and December. 	We are grateful to 
the officers of the local fire station for the loan of material 
to supplement items in our Museum collection and to Mr G.Martin 
for the loan of the postcard. 

Mr Hasties bitterness may be explained not only by his 
long-standing rivalry with the Gas and Water Company whose 
Hackenden works of c,1900  were he claimed (in a petition in 
1910 against its further expansion) constructed without legal 
authority but also by his having organised the fund raising for 
the fire brigade's first mechanical engine in 18814 and financed 
the building of the town's first fire station at 108 London 
Road (where the bell turret is still to be seen). 

By 1908,  however, the station had moved to 1140  London 
Road. 	During its recent demolition the water tanks in the 
yard at the back were uncovered and filled in. Some 25 years 
later the station was moved again, to its present site, though 
the building now Used is less than 10 years old. 

The earlier history of the brigade is told in W.H,Hills, 
The History of East Grinstead (1906), pp.243f0,  from its forma-
tation at a public meeting in 1863 following a serious fire at 
Stennings' timber yard. 	Previously anyone available had had 
to help drag out the two hand-pumps kept at the base of the 
Church tower along with a set of grappling irons for burning 
thatch (now on show in our Museum together with photographs of 
the brigade in 188 14 and 192 8 	Another, taken after it had won 
a Southern England competition in 1913,  is our best selling 
picture postcard.) 

M.J.L. 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Recent accessions likely to interest members include 

R016,94225 Leslie K. Local History in West Sussex 	A Guide 
to Sources, 2nd ed. 

539.9 	Arnold,N. Wildlife Conservation for Young People 
728.09 	Ridley A. At Home: An Illustrated History of 

Houses and Homes 
P 	 Sussex Rur al Community Council 

Sussex History, vol.1 no.1 (March 1976) 

R.H.A. 
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6 
FRIENDS OF SACKVILLE COLLEGE:  The Warden, Mr P.A.Williams, 
writes that a body of Friends is being formed to interest 
townspeople in 'what must be the finest building in the town' 
and as a useful method of raising money. 	The subscription of 

Li p.a. would entitle Friends to free entrance during public 
openings. 	The first project is to be a politicians versus en- 
tertainers cricket match in July in aid of the £4000 needed for 
the roof. 	Anyone at all interested should contact Mr Williams 
at 1 & 2 Judges Terrace. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL 

by P.D.Wood 

Have you ever wondered why that endearingly pompous pile 
of civic sandstone at the west end of the High Street is called 
the Constitutional Buildings? 

The island site is ancient and is isolated for a good rea-
son. 	We first hear of it in 1475  when William Essex paid Ltd 
rent for 'a plot of land by his forge'. 	In 1564 John Payne 
owned 'Le Forge, situated in the common street at the west end 
of the Borough'. 	In the days of timber construction and 
thatched roofs a forge was a dangerous neighbour. 

At some time in the 18th century the forge moved across 
the road, the old structure was pulled down and the four brick 
cottages were built, known as the Round Houses, two up and two 
down, and the only known example of back to back buildings in 
the town. 	(See photograph.) 	About 1860, Steer tells us, the 
occupants were Mrs Mills, a very eccentric widow with a small 
grocery concern, old Mrs Dudeney, who ran a dame school, a but-
cher, and the Misses Pretty, dressmakers. 

By 1890  the cottages were derelict and the site was bought 
by (here we come to it) the Constitutional Club, which was 
looking for premises which would worthily embody its civic and 
political principles. 	The members offered the splendid prize 
of 5 guineas for the best architectural design (cost not to ex-
ceed £1500) and the plan reproduced opposite was attached to 
the leaflet inviting entries. 

There are several points of interest in it. 	The levels 
show that the street was 7' 3" below the upper pavement, which 
represents the original level of the town site. 	Traffic and 
weather had therefore worn down the street by that much between 
c.1220 and 1890. 	From the brick courses in the photograph we 
can estimate that the immediate surroundings of the cottages 
were about 1' 3" below the pavement, a measure of the wear and 
tear between 1220 and 11475. 	The area must have been the old 
stance in front of the forge, protected by a retaining wall as 
the street wore lower. 

The building was completed and occupied in 1893. 	The or- 
iginal front had a grand first floor entrance with a stone 
stairway from the street and a balcony from which election re-
sults were proclaimed until 1930, by which time the Club had 
departed, the steps had been removed and the interior converted 
into a tea room. 	Quite an allegory, really. 
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THE W.H.HILLS MANUSCRIPTS 

by P.D.Wood 

This very important collection of papers dealing with the 
history of East Grinstead was originally amassed by W.H.Hills 
in the early part of this century. 	On his death the papers 
were dispersed and were most fortunately discovered in a London 
auction room by our late President, I.D.Margary, who promptly 
bought the whole lot and preserved them in his own possession. 
When he died earlier this year he left all his books and MSS to 
the Sussex Archaeological Society and the W.H.Hills MSS will 
henceforward be lodged with it at Barbican House, Lewes. 

The following is a very short summary of the principal 
contents. 

1 	Author's interleaved copy of The History of East Grinstead 
with many additional notes and full MS index. 

2 	MS index to Sussex arms, crests and seals. 

3 	John Stenning's agent's notebook re Borough of East Grin- 
stead, 1844-54, with many notes of rents, repairs, etc. 

4 Book of newspaper cuttings, 1899,  containing Edward Steer's 
reminiscences 'East Grinstead Forty Years Ago' 

5 	Extracts from Earl De La Warr's abstract of title to East 
Grinstead properties. 

6 MS extracts from Burrell MSS re East Grinstead. 

7 	Hills' notes on the streets of East Grinstead. 
8 	2 MS books containing inscriptions in East Grinstead parish 

church and churchyard. 

9 Hills' notes on famous East Grinstead people. 

10 MS catalogue of a collection of Sussex portraits. 

11 Notes on the Payne family. 

12 Major Cranston's volunteers' order book in two volumes, c. 
1803. 

13 2 volumes of newspaper cuttings, late 19th and early 20th 
century. 

14 Large scrapbook of cuttings, reports and photographs. 

15 Bundle of copies of East Grinstead Common rents, 1820-75. 

16 Thomas Wakeham's MS notes re East Grinstead, 18th century. 

17 (most important of all) Large MS folio containing Sir Henry 
Ellis's collections for the history of East Grinstead, 
mostly extracted from the British Museum MSS. 

NOTE: Some 480 Sussex deeds amassed by Hills were acquired by 
Mr Margary at the same time (1932)  and presented to the Sussex 
Archaeological Society direct. Only about 20 of them relate 
to East Grinstead. 	They are calendared in Sussex Archaeolog- 
ical Collections, vols 64 (1923)  and 66 (192 5). 	 M.J.L. 

CAN YOU HELP? Mr Arthur Grogan, the National Trust's custodian 
at Standen writes that it is having to operate on a shoe- 
string budget and 'if we can get enough volunteers to act as 
guides we should be able to break even. 	We don't need ex- 
perts, only people who can be friendly and helpful so that vis- 
itors enjoy the house. 	They might be called upon perhaps one 
afternoon a fortnight. 	We expect to open next year from April 
to October on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 2 to 6. 	Of course 
expenses, such as petrol, would be paid.' 	The person to con- 
tact, if able to help, is Mrs Motley, Standen Lodge (25680). 



LAMBERT'S VIEWS 

OF EAST GRINSTEAD 

AND NEIGHBOURHOOD 

BRAMSLETYE C&STL E EAST G RMSTEAD 

By the kindness of Mr Cecil Johnson over 200 of these ori-
ginal booklets of views have been given to the Society for sale 
in aid of Museum funds. 	Some are pink, some blue, some bear 
on the back the advertisement below, but all contain the same 
set of drawings. 	We know from Hayward's Almanack of 1872 and 
an 1875 newspaper cutting that Mrs M.A.Lambert was in business 

successors, C. & E. 
Lambert, had added 
no.6 Middle Street 
(i.e. Middle Row) to 
their premises and 
were advertising this 
booklet in the guide 
East Grinstead and 
its Environs issued 
in that year. 	It 
then cost id. 	We 
are selling it for 20 
n.p., at the Museum 

- 	 aiiufc4zred abroad 

STREET NAMES 

The roads in the first part of the Herontye development 
have now been named Herontye Drive, Giendyne Way, Oak Croft and 
Tanyard Avenue, the last coming from our street name bank which 
was offered up to the District Council in April. 	 P.D.W. 

The following are personal suggestions for addition to 
that list (printed in Bulletin 19): 

ROGERS 	John Henry Rogers (c.1811-79),  founder of Hospital, 
promoter of free Dispensary, horticultural society, 
etc., Warden and benefactor of Sackville College. 

MARGARY 	Ivan Donald Margary (died 1976), archaeologist of 
national repute, considerable local benefactor (see 
Bulletin 19). 

PEVENSEY W.V.K.Stenning suggested in the East Grinstead Obser-
ver in 1894 that a street name might commemorate the 
fact of East Grinstead's being in the Rape of Peven-
sey. 

M.J.L. 

SHIBBOLETH CORNER: Ask people the names of the two local news-
papers. 	Those whose families have lived here 20 years or more 
will (whatever their education) call one of them the 'Currier' 
the rest will give it a frenchified pronunciation. 	M.J.L. 
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OLD BUILDINGS 

74_76 HIGH STREET 

Mr Wells the butcher recently appealed against a refusal 
of the District Council to allow office development at these 
premises. 	We, among others, protested that this would detract 
from the special quality of, this part of the High Street. 

The inspector said: 'The special character of the conser-
vation area hereabouts, both socially and environmentally, de-
pends in my view upon the retention of the small group of resi-
dences within a wider commercial setting. 	I consider that the 
proposal . would be sufficient to erode the attractive bal-
ance of uses in the vicinity at present, so that the social 
flavour of this row of buildings would be harmed. 	... 	I 
dismiss the appeal.' 

Quite right too. 	Hurray for the D.O.E. 

BOUQUET to our staunch supporter Ml's Ann Standen for covering 
up the vile pink paint that her predecessor had applied to the 
Corner House Cafe and for picking out in black the old inscrip-
tion in the stone fascia 'Lewes Old Bank'. 

BOUQUET to the Victoria Wine Company who have completely re-
stored the fine wrought iron sign bracket which until recently 
supported the Tyler's signboard outside their premises and 
BRICKBAT to Herbert Sports for their fascia board and apparent-
ly unfinished brickwork. 	Surely it should be painted white? 
This criticism should perhaps be tempered by appreciation of 
their wrought iron sign. 	 K.M.J. 

AND NEW BOOKS 

HISTORIC TOWNS IN SUSSEX by Fred Aldsworth and David Freke for 
the Sussex Archaeological Field Unit of the University of Lon-
don is a comprehensive survey of 23 mediaeval towns in Sussex 
(including East Grinstead, of course) with ancient and modern 
maps, bibliography and text for each. 	The primary aim is a 
survey of existing knowledge to establish priorities for action 
in the face of redevelopment. 	It is the only publication of 
its kind and breaks much new ground. 	Despite careless proof 
reading it is invaluable. 	(i , on sale in our Museum) 

SUSSEX BOTTLE COLLECTORS' GUIDE by Derek Askey is an astonish-
ingly comprehensive compendium of everything anyone taking up 
this popular hobby might like to know. 	A good deal of histor- 
ical research has gone into it, so that there are (for example) 
detailed lists of mineral water manufacturers and brewers in 
the county, including those in this town, of interest to others 
besides collectors. 	(Available in bookshops) 

VILLAGE SCENE (The Ashurst Wood Newsletter), produced by an 
action group working towards a community association, has made 
its first appearance. 	Some 13 contributors reveal different 
aspects of its life and their feelings about it. 	There is a 
particularly valuable article by Ken Grantham on his design for 
the village sign. 	(30 n.p. from shops in the village) 

FELBRIDGE PARISH AND PEOPLE, compiled and published by the Par-
ish Council, is an attractively illustrated and well written 
comprehensive guide to the village, reliable as history and 
full of detail of present day activities. 	(25 n.p, from shops 
in the village) 

NEWSLETTER 19 of the Sussex Archaeological Society (August 
1976) contains a note by M.J.Leppard drawing attention to the 
similarities between Palmers 1799  'Poetical Directory' of East 
Grinstead and one for Burwash of 1804. 
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THE GENTLE ART OF PIPE DIVINING 

by A.Mason 

A recently reported case of a wood being destroyed by a 
contractor's bulldozer while trying to locate a drain has 
prompted me to describe a simple method of locating buried 
pipelines of any sort in town or countryside without the use of 
expensive equipment or digging up the scenery, a method I em-
ploy when surveying land or buildings.  

It is reported that four out of five people may have vary-
ing degrees of success although they may have been unaware of 
their latent 'powers' of divination. 

The equipment required was at one time (and may still be) 
produced by a manufacturer and sold to local authorities and 
surveyors at great cost. 	It consists of a pair of freely 
swinging metal rods with hardwood handles and ball-races. 
This is not really necessary as they can be made by anyone as 
follows . 	Take a stiff steel wire or thin rod 25" long and 
bend ac right angles 64" from one end. Insert the short end 
into a 6" copper tube of about 4" bore and bend the end of the 
rod to prevent its pulling out of the tube, while letting the 
rod swing freely. Bend the end of the long arm down about 4" 
to prevent poking eyes out. 	Make another exactly the same and 
you have a pair of pipe diviners. 	They will locate buried 
drain pipes, water pipes, gas pipes, electric cables, oil feed 
lines, etc. at virtually any depth without the need to dig the 
ground or remove surfacing until the precise location is known. 

To find your pipe choose if possible a windless day. 
Grasp the copper handles and hold the rods extended before you 
at a comfortable height with elbows tucked in. 	Ensure that 
the rods are absolutely horizontal at all times and about 12" to 
18" apart. 	Walk slowly across the area to be checked. 	When 
passing over a pipe or similar object the rods should swing ei-
ther outwards in the direction of the pipe or inwards crossing 
each other, depending on who is using the rods. 	Continue cov- 
ering the area to check whether any other pipes are present. 
Walk slowly back in the opposite direction to check the posit- 
ion. 	When you are certain of the approximate line get down to 
ground level, moving the rods slowly back and forth. 	The rods 
will indicate very accurately the exact position and general 
direction of the pipe. 	This can be marked on the ground with 
chalk, pegs, etc. 	The process is then repeated a few yards 
along the indicated line and a series of markers or continuous 
chalk line laid down. 	By now you may have located manholes, 
hidden stopcocks or whatever and a survey of the whole system 
can readily be built up without disturbing a blade of grass in 
the process. 	You will not, however, know the depth of the ob- 
ject unless you can relate it to invert levels or other find-
ings. 

There are various theories explaining this somewhat weird 
effect but the most likely is that a buried pipe or cable in-
terrupts the magnetic field of the earth and affects the freely 
swinging rods. 	What is more mysterious is that not everyone 
obtains results. 	Some people will find drains but no other 
pipe, or water pipes only, and so on. 

While divining it is helpful to avoid any preconceived 
ideas of where the pipe ought to be as they can affect the ac-
curacy and result in false readings. 	Again, it is helpful to 
visualise the type of pipe being searched for, as this can give 
quicker results and sometimes exclude other pipes. 	There is 
no known explanation of these 'psychic' phenomena. 

(concluded over) 
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When interpreting the results it is necessary to apply 

commonsense. 	For example, pipe  lines' can be found where 
none exist. 	A long tree root could affect the reading. 	Old 
disused pipes may be present. 	Even a removed pipe can still 
exert influence owing to loosened ground. Where a pipe turns 
off at an angle a continuation effect can be obtained, leading 
one to plot a pipe which has gone elsewhere. 

Given commonsense and reasonable knowledge of what should 
be expected it is certainly reasonable for a large number of 
people to locate buried pipes without the need to destroy the 
landscape, in less time than most mechanical means and at vir-
tually no expense. 	There is certainly no need for people to 
stand helplessly by while bulldozers and diggers wreck the 
area. 

Note that buried treasure is unlikely to be found with the 
divining rods as they indicate pipelines only! 

MEETINGS 

PORCH HOUSE AND AMHERST HOUSE were visited by a large and ap-
preciative party on 16 June. 	We are grateful to Major and Mrs 
Kay and Mr and Mrs Joyce for a chance to see houses which most 
could otherwise pass a lifetime in the town without entering. 
Accounts of both can be found in Sussex Archaeological Collect-
ions, vol,80 (1939),  pp.20f, and 23f. 

JAMES WYATT, the architect of our parish church, was the sub-
ject of an erudite talk given there on lIt July by Antony Dale, 
the author of the standard work on Wyatt. 	We were glad to 
join Churchpeople in marking their patronal festival in this 
way. 	An appreciation of the building appears in Bulletin 19 

THE COUNTY STRUCTURE PLAN was exhaustively explained and dis-
cussed at a public meeting we sponsored on 19 July. Mr P.D. 
Wood represented us on the Town Council's working party on the 
subject. At the A.G,M,, in the light of his report, members 
voted overwhelmingly in favour of plan B, minimum growth, for 
East Grinstead and we wrote to the County accordingly, 

FELCOURT, the headquarters of the Rentokil Group, was visited 
by about 50 members on 22 September with a fascinating tour of 
the laboratories, a film and a glimpse of the original late-
19th century house, 

MUSEUM WORK was the subject of an entertaining talk by Mr E.M. 
Perry, Curator of Horsham Museum, on 29 September, full of use-
ful tips for our own Museum project. It is hoped to arrange a 
visit to Horsham Museum in the new year. 

STANDEN was specially opened for us on 9 October. 	An apprecia- 
tion of the building written after our last visit appears in 
Bulletin It (September 1970), and a full account in M,Girouard, 
The Victorian Country House (1971,  reprinted and corrected 
1973). 	A request for help when the house is opened to the 
public next year is printed on p.8 of this Bulletin, 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING on 20 October consisted of the usual 
formal business and free discussion, with special reference in 
the latter to the future of Gatwick Airport. 	We are grateful 
to our President not only for taking the trouble to attend the 
meeting but also for his authoritative information on Gatwick 
matters, 	A welcome innovation was a visual display of our 
activities and a well patronised stand selling our publications. 
Everyone seemed agreed that it was a good meeting. 



EXHIBITION REPORT 

Our 1976 exhibition broke new ground in being held in our 
own premises, in being designed to show off our activities (in 
particular the Museum) and in being launched with a party. 
Thanks have already been expressed publicly at our A.G.M. to 
all those who contributed in any way to its success but this is 
the first opportunity to record them in print. 	Special thanks 
are due to the hard-working band who had been working for weeks 
to transform room 11, led by Charles Goolden on the technical 
side and kept up to the mark by Don Joyce who was responsible 
for the much praised design and layout of the whole show. 	We 
also owe a special debt to Kate and Dennis Jefferies for organ-
ising the party, at which we were particularly pleased to see 
our President, Mr Geoffrey Johnson Smith. 

The more out of the way site meant rather fewer visitors 
than usual (though we were glad to be able to welcome school 
parties again) and, with the decision to mount the whole thing 
without seeking outside financial help (or even loans of exhib-
its), a financial profit was not to be expected. 	Nevertheless 
it was a good start to the Museum project which we must now all 
work to consolidate. 

PROVISIONAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNTS 

Income 	 Expenditure 

Party 	 £61.87 	Postages 	 .84 

Sale of publications 	18.5 2 	Printing 	 £27.00 

Advertising 	 9.60 

Wine and cheese 	 22,36 

Provisional profit 	15.59 

	

£75.39 	 £75.39 

(Note: The Committee resolved that any profit remaining after 
paying for the hire of the hall and any other outstanding 
charges should be devoted to the Museum account.) 

EXHIBITION ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

LOAN OF EXHIBITS 

East Grinstead Natural History Society, Mr C.W.Goolden, Mr N.J. 
Leppard, Mr P,D,Wooth 

DESIGN OF HANDBILL: D,G.Joyce 

REPRODUCTION OF HANDBILLS: Imberhorne School 

PROGRAMME TEXT AND DESIGN: M.J .Leppard 

REPRODUCTION OF PROGRAMMES: D. & P. King 

STEWARDS 

Mesdames Creightmore, Divall, Dyson, Edye, Golding, Hall, Ing-
wersen, Jefferies, Joyce, Mills, Peters, Potts, Shorney, Thair, 
Vallance, Wood; The Misses Astbury, Davis, Ellis, Shephard, 
Valiance; Messrs Berry, Bishop, Comber, Divall, Gayton, Goold-
en, Grove, Hake, Hunt, D.A.S.Jefferies, D.G.Jefferies, King, 
Knowles, Leppard, Lewis, Martin, Miller, Newson, Peters, Prent-
ice, Strudwick, Wood, 

PARTY ORGANISERS: Mr and Mrs D.G.Jefferies 

EXHIBITION ORGANISER: D.G.Joyce 
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EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS: REVISED PRICE LIST 

The following may be obtained at the Town Museum, East Court, 
on Wednesday afternoons or from Mr M.J.Leppard, Sackville 
School, East Grinstead (postage extra): 

BULLETINS 

1 (Jan1969) 	2 (Sept.1969) 
13 (Autumn 1973) 

L (Sept1970) 	6 (May 1971) 

3 (Jan , 1970) 	5 (Jan.1971) 

9 (May  1972 ) 	16 (Feb.1975) 

11 (Jan.1973) 	12 (May 1973) 
each 30 n.p. 

8 (Jan.1972 ) 	10 (Sept.197 2 ) 
each 20 

7 (Sept-1971) 	itt (May 1974) 
each 15 

17 (Aug.1975) 	18 (Jan.1976) 
each 10 

REPORT ON THE HIGH STREET 
	

30 

INDEX TO BULLETINS 1-10 AND HIGH STREET REPORT 
	

5 

NEWSLETTERS 1 (Sept-1973)  and 2 (Nov-1973) 
	

the pair 5 

EXHIBITION PROGRAMMES 

1 972  Local History 
	 20 

1973 'Discover Your Town', 1974 Old Trades & Crafts 	each 10 

1975 'A Look at East Grinstead', 1976 Museum Project 
	each 5 

REMINISCENCES OF EAST GRINSTEAD, 1893-1914 
	

20 

POSTCARD REPRODUCTIONS OF OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 
	

per set 25 
(2 sets of 5) 
	

each 5 

ORIGINAL BOOKLETS OF VIEWS (c.1880) 
	

each 20 
(sold in aid of Museum funds) 

NOTE: Some of these publications may be out of print but names 
of those who would like them can always be put on a waiting 
list, for copies become available from time to time. 	Any un- 
wanted ones can always be sent to Mr Leppard for resale. 

A (1 PT1TT1PT1' 

The Committee has agreed that we should hold our ANNUAL 
EXHIBITION as usual in 1977  in spite of the extra commitments 
occasioned by the Jubilee. 	Mr S.F.Knowles suggested the deve- 
lopment of the town in the last hundred years and its probable 
developments in the future as a theme and undertook to do the 
groundwork for it. 	He then found he would be leaving the town 
sooner than he had expected and so Mr P.D.Wood has taken over 
the planning. 	He will be glad to hear from anyone who would 
like to help in any way at 29 High Street. 

The TREE SURVEY working party (convenor Mr P.D.Wood) plans 
to undertake a thorough survey of existing trees in the town as 
soon as spring growth shows them to best advantage and the 
STREET FURNITURE sub-committee (convenor Mr D.G.Joyce) contin-
ues to collect information, to press for painted lamp posts and 
to select sites for the planting of trees. 

(FOOTNOTE: Our 1969  High Street Report drew attention to a 
locked stretcher box with no locatable key. 	As a result the 
otiose box was soon removed. 	A similar one still stands be- 
side London Road at Halsford Croft. 	Does it serve any useful 
purpose there today? 	 M.J.L) 

lLt 


